The Discussion Board

A Primer for BeADisciple Learners



This document serves as a basic introduction for using Blackboard’s Discussion Board
in a BeADisciple course.

This is not a comprehensive guide, but rather a primer that will give you everything you
need to get comfortable with this part of the course. Steps are written out in relative
order and key terms are bolded, which will help you get familiar with the system. Don't
worry if this seems daunting, as you will surely get the hang of it. Feel free to print this
document to have as a quick reference as you work.

To find the discussion board after entering a course, you can always click on the
appropriate link (“tab” or “button”) on the left side of your screen. Along with a link to
the discussion board, you will find other links to announcements, assignments, course
information, and other helpful pages. This region of the page that houses all of these
links is the “navigation pane” (fig.). Click the link that says Discussion Board.
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Figure 1. The Navigation Pane with Discussion Board Link

Inside the discussion board you will find a number of forums. These usually
correspond to a particular lesson or week. Sometimes, the prompt or a discussion’s
instructions will be found within that corresponding lesson (fig. 2), that is, outside
discussion board; other times, you will find prompt details within the discussion board,
written in the description section next to the forum title (fig. 3). Be sure to have read
the forum prompt before entering a discussion. When ready, click on a forum title
within the discussion board. This will take you into that discussion to enter your
responses.



Figure 2. A discussion prompt within a lesson. Selecting the title in this case will take you to the discussion board.

Week 4 Discussion - Part 1

Pick two of the questions below to answer in response to Part | of the lecture this week. You may answer the third if you so

1. How does your church evaluate doctrinal teaching and ethical practice in the present? Do you have a
"Jerusalem" to check in with, as Paul did?

2. What made Paul, the Jew, such an effective apostle to the Gentiles? What might that tell you about your
own calling and usefulness in today’'s world?

3. Itis striking that Paul's letters do not contain arguments defending the divinity of Jesus, His resurrection,
and so on. On what specific issues did Paul debate other Christians? (If you are at a loss, see, for example,
Galatians 2:1-14.) Why these issues?
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Figure 3. Prompts are also found within the discussion board as descriptions.

Discussion Board

DESCRIPTION

A place to share our joys and
concerns ...

Each week, we come to this
learning community bringing with
us all the echoes of our lives --
the hopes and the gladness and
the worries. You are invited to
post those joys and concerns
adding your own reply to this
discussion board. Don't forget to
come back and give us an
update later.

Let us rejoice and pray together
-- whether unvoiced and in the
privacy of our homes or by
posting replies to any particular
prayer thread.
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Now you're inside the forum, where you may enter a response, or your answers to a
prompt, by creating a thread. Threads are where you can find your own, and your
classmates’, responses to a prompt. To do this, you need to look for a button that says
“Create Thread” after having clicked into a particular forum, near the top of the
discussion area toward the left (fig. 4). When ready to answer a discussion prompt,
click on Create Thread.
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Figure 4. After clicking on a discussion, you have the option to create a new thread.

This opens a message window (fig.5), where you can type your response, or post, to
the prompt. In the subject section, you might type your name or some other brief
indication of your reply (this varies between courses and instructor preference). In the
message window, just below the subject, you may type your response to the prompt.
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to locate your draft by

For the toolbar, press ALT+F10 (PC) or ALT+FN+F10 (Mac)
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Figure 5. The Message Editor

Once there are several posts or threads, you'll want to be sure to notice the difference
between read and unread. In both views (list and tree), you will see that unread posts
are bold, while read posts are not. In list view, there is also a column towards the
right-hand side of the screen with the title “Unread posts” - in this column you will find
the number of posts you have not read.

- — 1V

T BeADisciple.com

My Blackboard Notifications Dashboard

............

Jesus: The Divinity of
Christ in Earliest
Christianity (Oct 2023)

WMN203A Devotion to Forum: Week 4: Jesus in Jewish Christianity -Part1 ~ ttseeecieaeet”

Create Thread Display
Announcements

Course Instructor
Course Information
Emall Your Facilitator Thread Actions Collect
One: Introduction

Two: Backgrounds RPN

8/31/234:16 ost draft - . e
! o Draft 1
Three: jesus in Pauline Text PM , Dralt: . (0] (0]

Four: Jewish Christianity

Five: Synoptic Accounts
Six: john's Account isplaying 1 to 1 of 1 item: Edit Paging

Seven: Discipleship

Eight: Jesus Today

Discussion Board

Websites

Participant FAQs

Figure 6. A forum with a thread. Note the "draft" status, and the different view options.

To read and respond to others’ threads, within the forum simply click on the subject
title associated with their name. (You may need to scroll down to find the message
once it loads.) Replying to a learners post brings up the same message window where
we discussed creating your own thread, and follows the same rules. When your
response is typed and ready, again click “submit.” Your reply will show up under their
post in the thread.

***In tree view, sometimes the replies are hidden by a “+” next to the title. Click on the
“+” in order to see the replies listed under the thread.***

At the bottom of nearly stop in the discussion board process, you will find an “OK”
button. Clicking this is like verifying your work and returning you to the previous page.
Similarly, back arrows will move you back one step.

Last, your instructor has full control over the discussion board. If you accidentally
submit a post that you want to retract, or some other issue, you can submit a follow-



up or ask your instructor to help. It is difficult to “break” anything in Blackboard as a
student, and you are free to explore the environment.



